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with the fleet and part of the troops at Syracuse, while Mar-
cellns should move with the rest into the interior to punish
the towns which had revolted from Borne.

Next year, B. C. 212, owing to the absence of the consuls,
there was first appointed a dictator, C. Claudius Centho, who
chose Q. Fulvius Flaccus his magister equitum. Thereafter
were elected as consuls Q. Fulvius Flaccus for the third time,
and Appius Claudius, the officer who was engaged in the siege
of Syracuse. The prsetors chosen were Cnaeus Fulvius Flac-
cus, C. Claudius Nero, M. Junius Silanus and Pub. Cornelius
Sulla. Centho then retired as dictator.

Armies opposite Hannibal, 212 B. c.

Hannibal was opposed by the two consuls, each with two
legions; Nero took post at Suessula with two legions, and to
praetor Fulvius, with two, fell Apulia. Junius Silanus was
sent to Etruria, which threatened trouble. Sulla held Rome*
The usual interchanges of legions took place by lot. Gxae-it on account of the
